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strong reaffirmation of government ownership and democratic opera- 
tion of the railroads. The Irish question caused much discussion but 
the resolution demanding a boycott of British goods failed of adop- 
tion. Congress was, however, requested to recognize the " Irish Re- 
public ". The resolution recommending an amendment to the United 
States Constitution taking from Congress the right to declare war 
and substituting a referendum plan was defeated. 

TERRITORIES AND DEPENDENCIES. — In June the Senate 
ratified the appointment of Mr. Scott C. Bone as Governor of Alaska. 
In his annual report to Congress early in December, former Governor 
Riggs urged the adoption of a colonial policy for the territory. As a 
step in this direction, he recommended that Congress enact the 
Alaska Development Board Bill. Census returns gave the territory a 
population of 54,718, a decrease of 14.9 per cent in ten years. — Francis 
Burton Harrison, after serving eight years as Governor-General of 
the Philippines, resigned office February 5. In his annual report, 
made public December I, he again urged that the Filipinos be granted 
their independence, a recommendation earnestly seconded by Presi- 
dent Wilson in his message to Congress December 7. Soon after his 
inauguration President Harding delegated Major-General Leonard C. 
"Wood and W. Cameron Forbes, former Governor-General of the 
territory, to investigate and report on the question of independence 
for these Pacific island's. The mission is now on a tour of inspection 
through the archipelago. — By the census of 1920 the population of 
Hawaii was 255,912, an increase in ten years of 64,003 or 33.4 per cent; 
out of the total population the Japanese numbered 109,274, an increase 
of about 33 per cent since 1910. The Filipino inhabitants of the terri- 
tory increased from 2,361 in 1910 to 21,031; the native Hawaiians de- 
creased in the last decade from 26,041 to 23,723. Wallace R. Farring- 
ton has recently been appointed Governor. — The first general election 
since the granting of American citizenship was held in Porto Rico on 
November 2. E. M. Reily was appointed as governor of Porto Rico. 
— On March 28 Colonel Jay J. Morrow was appointed Governor of 
the Panama Canal Zone and, on the same date, Captain S. E. W. 
.Kittelle was selected as Governor of the Virgin Islands. 

V. MEXICO AKD THE CARIBBEAN STATES 

MEXICO. — The last weeks of the administration of Provisional 
President de la Huerta witnessed minor revolts against the new 
regime, the most formidable being that of Esteban Cantu who at- 
tempted by force of arms to maintain his dictatorial position as gov- 
ernor of the upper province of Lower California; it was announced 
on August 16 that he had capitulated. One favorable omen for the 
future peace of the country was the surrender of the famous bandit- 
leader, Francesco Villa, on July 28; three days later his example was 
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followed by General Leon Martinez, rebel leader of San Luis Potosi. 
— General Alvaro Obregon was on September 5, by a vote of 1,131,751, 
elected president of the republic for a term of six years; his oppo- 
nents, Alfredo R. Dominguez, the candidate favored by the American 
oil interests, and Nicholas Z. Nurauda, polled a light vote. As a re- 
sult of congressional elections held on August 1 the Liberal Consti- 
tutionalists, the president-elect's party, secured a majority of 150 in. 
the Senate and 240 in the Chamber of Deputies. The inauguration of 
the new president, December 1, was followed by announcement of his 
cabinet: Interior, General Elias Calles; Foreign Affairs, Dr. Cuthbertc 
Hidalgo; Treasury, Adolfo de la Huerta (retiring president); War r 
General Benjamin Hill; Agriculture, General Antonio Villareal; Com- 
merce and Labor, Rafael Zubaran-Campany; Public Works, Pasquale 
Rubio. General Obregon announced that his first duty would be to- 
straighten out Mexico's financial tangle by adjusting overdue interest 
on foreign loans and paying liabilities resulting from attacks on the 
lives and property of foreigners. He declared his administration- 
would be one of " honesty and morality "; that he would not recom- 
mend alteration of Article 27 of the Mexican Constitution in order to- 
meet the desires of foreign interests, but that foreign capital would 
be welcome and invested interests legally protected. As a step toward 
financial reform the army was reduced from 150,000 to 5,000. In order 
to reduce the foreign debt, the export tax on petroleum products was 
to be increased 25 per cent beginning July 1. — Despite these efforts 
toward stabilizing the country, numerous revolts continued. Of deep- 
est concern to the administration was its failure to secure recognition. 
by Great Britain, France and the United States, although several 
other countries, including Brazil, Germany, Holland and Japan, 
granted recognition. The cause of this failure was the refusal of the 
Obregon government to modify Article 27 of the Mexican constitu- 
tion so as to 'favor foreign oil interests. Senator Fall of New Mexico, 
a few days prior to his appointment to the United States cabinet, ad- 
vised the National Association for the Protection of American Rights 
in Mexico that so long as he had anything to do with the Mexican 
question no government of Mexico would be recognized, with his. 
consent, until it had first entered into a written agreement "prom- 
ising to protect American citizens and their property rights in Mex- 
ico ". A new organization called the American Association of Mexico 
insisted that Mexico rewrite her constitution, eliminating Article 27 
and such other clauses as restricted foreigners. At a conference of 
oil-company executives held in Galveston on March 16 it was decided 
that so long as Article 27 remained unmodified American oil interests 
would oppose recognition. Preliminary negotiations, looking to rec- 
ognition by the United States, were entered into last October, but 
the contention over Article 27 blocked further progress. After further 



No. 3] RECORD OF POLITICAL EVENTS 5 7 

correspondence, Secretary of State Hughes brought the discussion to 
a head on June 7 by proposing a treaty of amity and commerce by 
which Mexico would agree to safeguard property rights existing 
prior to promulgation of the constitution of 1917, but he did not de- 
fine " property rights ". The Obregon government, apparently fear- 
ing to pledge itself not to disturb alleged rights vested in monopolies, 
refused to enter into any such arrangement; President Obregon con- 
tended that negotiations must be conducted with both parties acting 
on the basis of equality. — Radical demonstrations and labor disturb- 
ances were frequent. 

THE CARIBBEAN STATES. — The first election in Cuba under 
the new electoral code (cf. last Record, p. 88) was held on November 
1. The Conservatives, who had nominated General Rafael Montalvo 
on May 23 (cf. last Record, p. 89), subsequently withdrew his name 
and joined with the Popular party (a seceding wing of the Liberals) 
in nominating Dr. Alfredo Zayas; General Jose Miguel Gomez was 
the nominee of the Liberals. While on the face of returns Dr. Zayas 
was elected, the Liberals declared that the election had been attended 
by fraud, intimidation and suppression of returns. The Liberals 
finally appealed to Washington and President Wilson sent General 
Crowder to investigate. The charges of the Liberals were in part 
substantiated, and new elections were held in four provinces on March 
15. Dr. Zayas was again elected, but the opposition made a futile 
effort to prevent the passage of the official ratifying proclamation by 
absenting themselves from congress. The new president was in- 
augurated May 20. The island suffered serious financial difficulties 
during the year. — The policy of the United States in Haiti was severely 
criticized during the year. Grave charges of abuse of power, of 
favoring financial interests, of establishing an iron censorship, and 
of mysterious killings, appeared in the American press during the 
autumn, and in an official report by Brigadier-General George Barnett, 
which, however, was not made public by the Navy Department until 
October 16. These charges were categorically denied by Secretary of 
State Colby on September 20, and a special naval court of inquiry 
reported on December 18 that General Barnett's charges were "ill- 
considered, regrettable and thoroughly unwarranted reflections " upon 
the work of the Marine Corps in Haiti; that the Corps had performed 
a difficult, dangerous and delicate duty in a way worthy of the highest 
commendation. This verdict was characterized as absurd by James 
W. Johnson, Secretary of the Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. On May 8 the charges were reiterated by three 
Haitian delegates, who memorialized the American government and 
demanded that the United States military forces be immediately with- 
drawn. Reports of misgovernment still continued. — In a proclama- 
tion issued June 14 the United States pledged withdrawal from Santo 
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Domingo within eight months, provided the following conditions, 
among others, were fulfilled: orderly elections for a new government, 
ratification of the military government's acts, and validation of the 
republic's loan. — The Acosta government of Costa Rica was recog- 
nized by the United States on August 2, and universal suffrage was 
adopted on the twenty-third. It was announced on March 17 that the 
Costa-Rican congress, by a vote of 24 to 14, had sustained the action 
of the Costa-Rican president in refusing to recognize the validity of 
oil concessions granted to British interests by the Tinoco govern- 
ment. This action was also officially approved by the United States 
in a note to Great Britain under date of April 19. — Dr. Carlos Herrera, 
provisional president of Guatemala, was chosen permanent president 
by an overwhelming majority in elections which closed August 29. 
Estrada Cabrera, deposed president, on November 22 requested the 
good offices of the American government in obtaining his release 
from prison on the ground of ill health, and it was reported from 
Washington in June that this request would be made. — The govern- 
ment of Honduras was recognized by the United States in August. — 
It was announced, October 25, that Diego Manuel Chamorro had been 
elected president of Nicaragua. Although the polls were guarded by 
American marines, supporters of Jose Andres Urtecha, his opponent, 
charged that the election was fraudulent. It was reported on April 
23 that Nicaragua had withdrawn from the League of Nations because 
of the expense involved. — Dr. Belasario Porras was chosen president 
of the Republic of Panama on August 1. Census reports gave the 
population of Panama as 401,428, not including Indians, an increase 
of 33 per cent over 1910. — The cabinet of Salvador, headed by Dr. 
Francisco Juan Paredes, resigned on March 11, but the resignation 
was not accepted. — (Cf. American Relations, supra.) 

VI. SOUTH AMERICA 

THE ABC POWERS.— Financial stringency, trade depression and 
labor unrest are the major problems which the South American states 
labored with during the year. — In the Argentine Republic, strikes, 
especially among the port workers of Buenos Aires, finally led to 
governmental intervention. In retaliation the strikers on May 29 de- 
stroyed the Custom House warehouses, causing a loss of millions of 
pesos. Dr. Luis Maria Drago, noted jurist and author of the world- 
famous Drago doctrine, died on June 9. — Announcement was made 
in January that the largest manganese mine in the western hemi- 
sphere, situated in the state of Minas Geraes, Brazil, had been pur- 
chased by the United States Steel Corporation for $4,000,000. The 
population of Brazil, by census taken in September, was 30,553,509, 
and of Rio Janeiro 1, 157.873; approximately 12 per cent of the total 
population of the country were stated to be negroes. Owing to sev- 



